
The Daily Score

 Em a il Post

Need frogs? Hire a n  In m a t e

Posted by  Jen n ifer  La n gst on
07 /06 /2 009  1 1 :3 0 A M
Pr ison er s ou tdo zoos in  r ea r in g  en da n g er ed fr og s.

Wh o ou g h t  to be better  a t  r a isin g  en da n g er ed Or eg on  spotted fr og s in  ca pt iv ity ?
Zookeeper s or  felon s?

I lov e n oth in g  m or e th a n  a  n ew spa per  stor y  th a t  con ta in s a  fa ct  so su r pr isin g  th a t  it  delig h ts m e a ll da y .
A n d h er e's a  g r ea t  on e fr om  toda y 's Seattle Times ,  a bou t  a  pa ir  of in m a tes ser v in g  t im e for  r obber y  a n d
dr u n ken  dr iv in g  w h o n ow  h old pr ison  jobs r ea r in g  en da n g er ed a m ph ibia n s:

Sin ce th e pr oject  sta r ted, on ly  eig h t  of th eir  fr og s h a v e died — a  fig u r e sig n ifica n t ly  low er
th a n  a t  Woodla n d Pa r k Zoo, th e Or eg on  Zoo a n d Nor th w est  Tr ek,  w h ich  a r e a lso pa r t  of th e
pr oject  to r ea r  th e Or eg on  spotted fr og  in  ca pt iv ity .

Ma r c P.  Ha y es,  th e Depa r tm en t  of Fish  a n d Wildlife sen ior  r esea r ch  scien t ist  lea din g  th e effor t ,
sa id th a t  h e h a d dou bted th e su ccess of th e pr oject  beh in d ba r s.  Bu t  h is con cer n s v a n ish ed
a fter  h e sa w  h ow  m u ch  t im e Gr eer  a n d Delp cou ld dev ote to th e pr oject .

"Th ey  h a v e th e t im e to a ddr ess ca r e on  a  lev el th a t  is n ot  possible w ith  th ose oth er
in st itu t ion s," Ha y es sa id.  "Th ey  ba by  th ose th in g s liter a lly  n ig h t  a n d da y .

It  tu r n s ou t  th a t  people w ith  lit t le else to do a ll da y  th a n  la v ish  a tten t ion  on  th eir  ta dpoles -- ch a n g in g
w a ter  ev er y  tw o h ou r s a n d slippin g  th eir  ch a r g es a n  ex tr a  cr icket  or  tw o -- r a ise v er y  h a ppy  fr og s.  A n d
it  bea ts h a n din g  ou t  ba sketba lls a t  th e pr ison  g y m .

A s on e m ig h t  ex pect  fr om  a  pr ison  n ea r  th e Ev er g r een  Sta te Colleg e,  th e Ceda r  Cr eek Cor r ect ion s Cen ter
a lso keeps in m a tes bu sy  w ith  or g a n ic g a r den in g  a n d beekeepin g . A n d a s a  r ecen t  KUOW stor y  poin ts
ou t ,  oth er  in st itu t ion s in  WA 's Su sta in a ble Pr ison s Pr oject  a r e tea ch in g  m eth  m a n u fa ctu r er s to g r ow
n a tiv e pla n ts a n d dr u g  dea ler s to r a ise com post in g  w or m s.

It 's th a t  m u ch  m or e pr oof th a t  n o ston e sh ou ld g o u n tu r n ed to fin d ea sy ,  low -cost  su sta in a bility
m ea su r es -- a n d th a t  th e ben efits fa r  ou tstr etch  ou r  con v en tion a l u n der sta n din g  of "g oin g  g r een ." It
m ea n s jobs,  r eh a bilita t ion , str on g er  com m u n it ies,  econ om ic dev elopm en t.  A n d, if th ey 'r e a s su ccessfu l
a s th e fr og  pr oject ,  m a y be w e sh ou ld a ll w or r y  a bou t  keepin g  ou r  da y  jobs.

Check out the rest of the Northw est's  top 10 sustainability headlines  at Sightline Daily,  or get the new s
delivered via em ail each m orning by clicking here.  All of today's  new s can be found here.

Frog photo courtesy of the Washington Departm ent of Fish and Wildlife.

 

 

En v ir on m en t
Popu la t ion
Solu t ion s

Need frogs? Hire an Inmate — Sightline Daily - Northwest News that Ma... http://daily.sightline.org/daily_score/archive/2009/07/06/need-more-frogs...

1 of 2 9/2/2009 2:04 PM



Wildlife
Or eg on
Wa sh in g ton

Per m a lin k

Comments

Th er e a r e n o com m en ts y et .

Add a Comment 

 Na m e (r equ ir ed)

 Em a il (w ill n ot  be pu blish ed) (r equ ir ed)

 Website
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Th is ch eck is u sed to pr ev en t  com m en ts by  spa m m er s.
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